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M t Roskill is still known as Auckland’s ‘Bible belt’, although there seem to be as many 
mosques as churches these days. Recognising the area’s diversity, local MP Phil 

Goff even sends out ‘Happy Diwali’ letters each year to Indian constituents. They may 
be Godfearing types around here but unfortunately His presence didn’t stop Mt Roskill 
recently being named as Auckland’s most graffitied suburb. The SH20 extension, which 
now offers a convenient alternative to the southern motorway, has caused considerable 
unease and inconvenience in the area in the last few years, but at last it’s over. Hillsborough 
and Waikowhai are hilly areas bordering the Manukau Harbour, often with spectacular 
views and some real estate gems on leafy sections. The name Waikowhai isn’t widely used. 
Everyone calls it Hillsborough and more recently, simply Mt Roskill South.

Who Lives There?
Mt Roskill and Hillsborough have sizeable 
immigrant populations, with many from India, 
Korea and China. The neighbourhood and its 
Samoan residents have even been immortalised 
in the successful local film, Sione’s Wedding. 
Families love the big rambling houses on 
decent sized sections and are attracted by Mt 
Roskill Grammar School’s good reputation. The 
school zone is most-often a prospective buyer’s 
first question to real estate agents when they’re 
checking out a house. 

Others appreciate the handiness of the area. 
It is only 20 minutes, off-peak to the CBD. It’s 
close to the airport, Manukau and Onehunga 

Population Profile
Population 24,132
% Aged Under 15 Years  19.80
% Aged Over 65 Years  11.88
% European  35.08
% Maori  4.90
% Pacific Peoples  13.09
% Asian  40.94

including Hillsborough and Waikowhai
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and, thanks to the SH20 extension, even West 
Auckland. Just as well located but one-third of 
the price of, say, bluechip Remuera.

Typical Homes
Salt-of-the-earth suburban homes, kids 
running hither and thither, open friendly front 
yards (no high keep-away walls here) – that’s 
Mt Roskill. Developed mostly in the 1950s 
and 1960s, modest bungalows and solid ex-
state houses are also common, interspersed 
with newer townhouses on half sites as the 
once ubiquitous quarter-acre sections are 
sliced up. There’s also a new apartment block 
called Key Stone Ridge. Mt Roskill South is 
a subdivision developed from the 1980s 
onwards, with executive-style homes.

Amenities
Schools ★★★★

Mt Roskill is well served with schools and 
demand for properties in-zone is high, 
especially for Mt Roskill Primary, which 
includes The Endeavor Centre. The expertly 
staffed centre provides specialist programmes 
catering for the learning needs of children  
with varying degrees of disabilities. 

At the intermediate level there is Mt Roskill, 
Wesley and Waikowhai intermediates. Mt 
Roskill Grammar is a very popular with a 
student roll that floats between 2300 and  
2350. Lynfield College isn’t as high-profile 
but is still well-regarded. The private and  
co-ed Marcellin College is a popular choice 
with Hillsborough residents. For a full list,  
see page 270.

Shops ★★

Lynfield Mall is now a drawcard for the entire 
area. There’s a new complex of medical  
offices and shops at White Swan Rd and 
Richardson Rd, developed, in fact, by one of 
the local doctors. Lynfield Veterinary Clinic is 
the place for ailing exotic birds. 

Apart from the Mt Roskill shops on  
Dominion Rd, there’s Royal Oak, Mt Eden 
and Blockhouse Bay shopping centres, the 

DressSmart outlet centre at Onehunga and 
Westfield St Lukes mall all close by. Plenty of 
places to spend your hard-earned cash. 

Leisure ★★★

Parks and reserves are plentiful, although on 
one side the lower slopes of Mt Roskill have 
been trimmed for motorway extensions. 

Green belts and sports grounds include Keith 
Hay Park, the War Memorial Park and Winstone 
Park. The area is a walker’s paradise. Akarana 
Golf Club is in Mt Roskill, and also nearby is the 
Maungakiekie Golf Club in Lynfield. 

For fitness enthusiasts there’s the Lynfield 
Recreation Centre (YMCA) and Cameron  
Pool (Roskill Aquasport). Local sports clubs 
include those for hockey, cricket, bowling, 
rugby, soccer and tennis. 

With the area’s multinational composition, 
there is more culinary variety in Mt Roskill than 
ever before.

Real Estate
Trends
Fairly ordinary houses have attracted big prices 
recently, at least partly because of the area’s 
reputation as a haven for families, including 
good schooling. Families with young children 
come for Mt Roskill Primary, but they usually  
end up staying put. 

The adjacent Mt Roskill Grammar School often 
commands a premium for in-zone homes. 
Hillsborough Primary is also popular. Subdivision 
opportunities are dwindling; what’s available is 
snapped up for high-density housing. 

Two-bedroom homes start in the high $300,000s; 
three bedrooms in the low $400,000s. Properties 
with elevated views start from $600,000 for 
four/five bedrooms up to $800,000-plus which 
can, in fact, buy you a choice of an upmarket 
townhouse, a new home in an average street or 
an older house in the best streets.  

There’ll always be a demand for cheaper 
housing. Some economy houses, albeit in a 
state-style, are coming into May Rd, which lies 



Where to Live in Auckland

CentralMt Roskill

86

At a Glance...

House Prices
Unit
Bedrooms     
Price  $480,000 - $750,000

Bungalow
Bedrooms      
Price  $660,000 - $850,000

Hillsborough house
Bedrooms      
Price  $900,000+

Executive-style house
Bedrooms      
Price                               $950,000 - $1,100,000 
With sea views         $1,200,000 - $1,600,000+

Average Rents
Flat
Bedrooms     
Price  $400/wk

House
Bedrooms       
Price  $510/wk 
Bedrooms       
Price  $610+/wk

Travel Times
From Mt Roskill shops to:

CBD  peak 20 - 45 min

 off-peak 10 - 15 min

Airport 15 - 20 min

St Lukes Westfield mall 5 - 10 min

Royal Oak shops 10 min

Hillsborough is handy to get to the airport, 
but otherwise it’s a bit landlocked. The area 
is well-serviced by buses and the peak-time 
bus lanes along the major roads into the city 
have improved travel times – for those on 
the buses anyway.

Local Hero:  
The SH20 Extension

Car-fixated Aucklanders just love seeing a 
nice new road being built. For some years 
now it’s been hard to imagine what the new 
four-lane, 4km State Highway 20 Extension 
from Hillsborough Rd to Maioro St would 
look like; it’s just been a muddy blot on 
the landscape populated by bulldozers 
and men in white hats. But now, four years 
and $186 million later, locals can start to 
see things take shape. This is an important 
phase of the ambitious Western Ring Route 
which will eventually provide an alternative 
regional route through greater Auckland, 
linking Manukau, Auckland city, Waitakere 
and the North Shore. The extension itself 
will also provide considerable relief to local 
roads in the Mt Roskill and Avondale areas 
that currently carry through traffic from the 
Southwestern Motorway (SH20) to the CBD 
and Auckland’s western suburbs. To the 
locals, the big immediate difference is they 
can now get to the airport in half the time, a 
very welcome improvement.

at Mt Roskill’s edge, in Wesley. People don’t 
want to live under a motorway and the SH20 
extension has unsettled the housing market 
here but there’s more certainty now as it  
is completed.

Best Streets
In Mt Roskill South, aka “the Remuera of Mt 
Roskill,” it’s Marydale Dr, Glenvegh Dr, Stranola 
Dr, and Ramelton Rd. In Hillsborough, any 
streets near the sea. In Mt Roskill, Stamford 
Park Rd and Oakdale Rd.


